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Abstract

" Preparatory governance—as a strategy for realizing the desired society
during the period of the Major Occultation—is an important topic in
Islamic thought. This article examines the position and role of the
government in preparatory governance for the advent (faraj) within
Islamic thought and discusses how governance can transform the
current state into the ideal state (the reappearance of Imam Mahdi).
The findings indicate that waiting for reappearance of Imam Mahdi is
a social and civilizational act, and preparatory governance must be
grounded in monotheistic foundations, prioritizing the Hereafter over
worldly concerns when faced with dilemmas, adopting both revelatory
and rational wisdom, and operating at the scale of the ummah.
Moreover, reducing the government’s direct intervention and increasing
public participation in policymaking, regulation, and supervision—
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based on the logic of wilayah-orientation—are essential conditions for
realizing this form of governance. The article also addresses current
challenges in the Islamic Republic of Iran, such as excessive state
control in managing the country, especially in the areas of the
economy and higher education, and proposes solutions such as
strengthening the role of the people and elites. The study is conducted
using library-based documentation and the inferential-indicative
method as explained in the discipline of logic.

Keywords
Preparatory governance, waiting for reappearance of Imam Mahdi,

wilayah-orientation, public participation, Islamic policymaking, Islamic
Republic of Iran.
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Abstract
“In the era of the Major Occultation—one of the most sensitive and
decisive periods in the history of Shiism—the awaiting community

faces four major crises: the crisis of belief and knowledge, the social
and identity crisis, the moral and cultural crisis, and the political and
leadership crisis. In such circumstances, the divine traditions,
understood as God’s fixed, universal, and wise laws articulated in the
Qur’anic verses, play a pivotal role in managing these crises. These
traditions include guidance, trial and purification, gradual enticement
(istidraj), divine support, succession, and the ultimate victory of truth.
Using a descriptive—analytical method based on library sources—
especially Shia Qur’anic exegesis—this article examines each of these
divine traditions as a divine strategy with diverse functions, such as
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raising awareness, filtering and purifying the community, fostering
resistance and active hope, strengthening collective identity and social
cohesion, and fortifying individual and communal resolve. These
traditions prevent collapse, despair, and passivity, guiding the Shia
community toward active waiting, civilizational dynamism, and
preparedness to support the Promised Imam.

The analysis reveals that these traditions not only protect the
community from dissolution and helplessness in the face of successive
crises, but also transform crises into educational, spiritual, and
civilizational opportunities that reinforce the front of truth. Based on
this, understanding and explaining the divine traditions becomes a
fundamental necessity for preserving the identity of the awaiting
community and fulfilling its historical mission in the era of
Occultation.

Keywords
Era of the Major Occultation, divine traditions, crises of the Occultation,

crisis management, active waiting, the awaiting community.
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2 Abstract

The main issue of this study is the absence of a local and Islamic
theoretical framework for governance aimed at realizing the Islamic
civilizational project and preparing the conditions for the reappearance
of Imam Mahdi. While the governance literature has primarily developed
within Western modern frameworks such as good governance,
network governance, or comparative governance, there is an urgent
need for a novel model based on the principles of Imam Khomeini and
the experience of the Islamic Republic of Iran. The theoretical
necessity of this research lies in bridging the conceptual gap between
modern governance theories and the religious—Islamic foundations of
governance. Its practical necessity is evident in addressing the needs of
policymakers in the Islamic Republic of Iran to design mechanisms
that are just, participatory, and civilization-building. The objectives of
the study include: extracting key components and principles of the
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preparatory governance model based on Imam Khomeini’s thought,
clarifying the model’s relation to the components of the Islamic
civilizational project, designing an analytical and operational
framework for macro-level policymaking, and providing indicators and
tools to evaluate the implementation of the model. The novelty of the
research lies in presenting an alternative governance model that, in
addition to relying on Islamic sources and the experience of the
Islamic Revolution, can systematically leverage public participation,
social justice, and social regeneration in service of the Islamic
civilizational project. The research method is analytical-qualitative,
based on a review of documents, texts, and works of classical and
modern governance theorists, along with an analysis of Imam
Khomeini’s thought and the experience of revolutionary institutions in
the Islamic Republic. Key findings indicate that, compared to Western
models, the preparatory governance model pays special attention to
the semantic, value-based, and social dimensions of governance,
rather than focusing solely on administrative and economic efficiency.
By strengthening public participation, justice, independence, and
wilayah-orientation, this model can lay the groundwork for moving
toward the Islamic civilizational project.

Keywords

Governance, Islamic governance, preparatory governance, Imam
Khomeini, Islamic civilizational project, local governance model, justice
and spirituality.
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3 Abstract

“ This article discusses Mahdism from a Shia perspective and Spiritualism
under labels such as new mysticism, pseudo-mysticism, emerging
religious movements, false mysticism, using a comparative approach.
Since comparative studies often focus on similarities and differences,
the functional analysis of Mahdism and Spiritualism reveals both
points of convergence and divergence. Functional similarities include
addressing people’s inner and spiritual tendencies and providing
guidance and refuge in psychological and spiritual challenges.
Functional differences, however, emerge in areas such as humanism
versus God-centeredness, secularism versus religiosity, anti-superstition
versus superstition, rationalism versus irrationalism, and others.
Given the unchecked growth of Spiritualism in the contemporary era
and the overwhelming influence of atheistic and secular ideologies
(rooted in liberalism and humanism) imposing themselves under the
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guise of Spiritualism in Eastern and Islamic countries, the need for
research in this field becomes evident. By acknowledging the
fundamental divergences and distinctions, as well as the Islamic roots
and foundations of Spiritualism, this article not only identifies various
strands of Spiritualism but also compares and contrasts them with
Mahdism studies. Data were collected through library and documentary
research and analyzed using descriptive, comparative, and analytical
methods to clarify the points of convergence and divergence between
Mahdism studies and Spiritualism.

Keywords
Spiritualism, Mahdism, Mahdist thought, spirituality, comparative
approach, functional approach.
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Abstract

The doctrine of Mahdism, in its social dimension, outlines a bright
horizon for human history whose realization depends on establishing
individual and social readiness. “Preparatory governance,” as a model
of leadership whose primary mission is to pave the way for achieving
this universal ideal, requires effective instruments of transformation.
Among these, cultural policy-making—due to its profound influence on
the underlying layers of identity, belief, and behavior in society—is
regarded as the most strategic tool of this form of governance. The
present study aims to explain this relationship and address the
essential question of how an effective cultural policy-making, and
through which specific components, can contribute to the formation
and consolidation of the foundations of preparatory governance for the
Reappearance (of Imam Mahdi). This research has been conducted
using a qualitative approach and a descriptive—analytical method. The
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required data were extracted through systematic content analysis of
foundational Islamic texts (the Qur’an and narratives), particularly
literature related to the characteristics of the companions and the
society of the era of the Reappearance, as well as documents in the
domain of cultural policy-making.

The analysis demonstrates that cultural policy-making can directly
contribute to the realization of preparatory governance through six key
functions: 1. Faith-based identity-building: Designing policies that
deepen monotheistic identity and address the crisis of meaning. 2.
Enhancement of intellectual capital: Developing programs to promote
rationality and sound reasoning. 3. Institutionalizing justice: Using
cultural tools to transform justice into a core value and a public
demand. 4. Moral purification and elevation: Policy-making to
promote moral virtues and social responsibility. 5. Legal culture
formation: Explaining and promoting a culture of respect for human
and divine rights at all levels of society. 6. Guiding development:
Presenting a model of progress in which material development serves
spiritual elevation and holistic human growth. The findings of this
study reveal a meaningful correlation between the quality of a system’s
cultural policy-making and its success in fulfilling its role as a
“preparator for the Reappearance.”

Keywords

Cultural policy-making, preparatory governance, Mahdism, culture of
the waiting for Imam Mahdi, cultural engineering, readiness for the
Reappearance.
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Abstract

This study aims to provide a conceptual and systematic analysis of
tawqit—the practice of specifying a time for the reappearance of Imam
Mahdi—and to examine its function in identifying supposed instances
of the reappearance. As one of the key and contested topics in Mahdavi
studies, tawgqit requires careful investigation. The research method is
descriptive—analytical, and the data were collected through a coherent
review of authoritative hadith sources, the viewpoints of the Infallibles,
and prominent opinions of Shia scholars. The findings indicate that
despite the abundance of narrations rejecting time-setters and
condemning tawgqit, some thinkers have continued to specify a time
for the reappearance. Determining the time of the reappearance—
whether definitive or probabilistic—stems largely from misinterpretations
of concepts and technical terms found in hadith literature. Such
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interpretations not only conflict with theological foundations and
hadith teachings but have also been criticized within jurisprudential
discussions.

Furthermore, an examination of historical examples and related
narrations reveals the negative effects of incorrect interpretations of
tawqit on the individual and social beliefs and behaviors of believers.
The results emphasize that offering a scholarly and structured
explanation of tawgqit, by clarifying its theoretical and practical
dimensions, can deepen the understanding of this doctrine within Shia
thought. This explanation also includes practical strategies for
confronting the phenomenon of time-setting and its promoters,
ultimately contributing significantly to enhancing the scholarly
literature in the field of Mahdavi studies.

Keywords
Mahdism, reappearance, tawgqit (time-setting), conceptual analysis,

identification.
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Abstract

2 The phenomenon of false claimants to Mahdism, as a persistent
challenge within Shia societies, has consistently required systematic
and methodical investigation. Despite the considerable body of research

conducted on this subject, many existing studies suffer from two
fundamental weaknesses: first, a tendency toward mere descriptivism
without offering deeper analysis; and second, an inability to raise new
research questions or contribute to theoretical knowledge in this field.
These shortcomings highlight the need to rethink the methodological
foundations of such studies.

Within this context, developing a systematic typology of this phenomenon
in the geographic and historical framework of contemporary Iran can
serve as a crucial step toward understanding its multidimensional
nature. Employing a descriptive—analytical approach, and using a
library-based method that includes both published sources and
unpublished documents, the present study seeks to propose a

+ Kamiyab, M. (2025). Typology of false claimants to Mahdism in contemporary Iran. Mahdavi
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comprehensive model for categorizing these claimants. A brief survey
of false claimants to Mahdism throughout Iran’s history is adopted as
the point of departure to offer a clearer picture of the discussion.
Existing studies indicate that false claimants may be classified into six
types based on: the nature of the claim, the outcome of the claim, the
geographical scope of the claim, the suitability of the target
community, the degree of organizational structure, and the methods
and techniques used for attracting followers. This multidimensional
typology provides an analytical framework for a deeper understanding
of the phenomenon and for proposing appropriate strategies to
confront it, especially since examining each type can reveal meaningful
correlations with the unique social, cultural, and political conditions of
each historical period.

Keywords
Mahdism, pathology, movement studies, typology, false claimants,

contemporary Iran.
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Abstract

The advent of the Promised Savior, Imam Mahdji, is contingent upon
the realization of certain factors known as the components that
prepare the ground for Mahdism. All such components require
explanation and propagation so that different nations may become
familiar with the discourse of Mahdism and the lofty goal of the
Promised Savior, allowing the aspiration for his advent to gradually
take root in their hearts. Although these components remain constant
across eras and historical periods, the requirements for realizing them
depend on the conditions of the time. In the present age, which is
deeply influenced by the expansion and intensification of cyberspace
in the daily life of individuals, a new ecosystem has emerged—one
shaped by information-based existence. Therefore, clarifying the
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opportunities and threats of cyberspace, both in its essential
(ontological) dimension and its functional dimension, is necessary for
preparing the ground for fulfilling the ideals of Mahdism. Accordingly,
this study employs library research for data collection and a
qualitative—descriptive approach for data analysis. In the functional
dimension, the findings indicate that the current global cyber
infrastructure—due to content-policy structures influenced by the
opposing front—has shifted away from neutrality and, in practice,
operates unilaterally against the discourse of Mahdism. For this
reason, cyberspace should be used as an extension of in-person
explanatory and missionary activities so that if content is censored or
removed, the core efforts of promoting the discourse of Mahdism
remain uninterrupted. In the essential (ontological) dimension, the
analysis shows that contemporary cyberspace presents two
opportunities and one threat for the process of preparing the ground
for Mahdism. The opportunities include: (1) familiarizing humanity
with information-based social and civilizational construction grounded
in the induction of understanding, and (2) enabling acceptance of the
possibility of establishing a unified global governance. The threat,
however, is the numbing of human interpretive capacity and
independent analytical ability in the cyber-immersed individual, making
the task of explanation more challenging than in the pre-cyber era.

Keywords

Cyberspace; Preparing the Ground for Mahdism; Conceptual and
Functional Typology; Opportunities and Threats of Cyberspace;
Cybernetic Descent.
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Abstract

This article explains the transformation of the theology of cognition
across two key stages: the Islamic Revolution and Mahdism. In the
stage of the Islamic Revolution, wilayi reason functions as the axis of
formal theology, where religious cognition is structured within the
social system of wilaya, and its criterion of validity is divine expediency.
In the stage of Mahdism, the Imam’s knowledge represents the
complete manifestation of that same reason at the level of applied
cognition— a level in which justice and the unity of cognition with the
truth of wilaya serve as its criteria. Accordingly, the theology of
cognition transitions from expediency-oriented wilayi reason in the
Islamic Revolution to justice-oriented Imam’s knowledge in the era of
Mahdism—an epistemic progression through which the structure of
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cognition rises from the level of social governance to the level of the
realization of truth. The present study employs a descriptive-analytical
method, and the required data were collected through a systematic
review of library sources. The theoretical outcome of the research is
the presentation of a conceptual model that explains the intrinsic
connection between religious knowledge and Islamic civilization, as
well as clarifies the internal evolutionary process of the epistemic
system from the domain of wilaya to the realm of imamate.

Keywords
theology, Islamic Revolution, wilayi reason, Mahdism, cognition.
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Abstract

This article examines the deep relationship between the concepts of
"ethical governance" and "preparatory governance for the reappearance
of Imam Mahdi." The main research question is how a combined
(ethical-preparatory) governance framework can accelerate the
process of monotheistic education and strengthen Shia identity, and
how the educated individuals, in turn, enable the realization and
continuation of such governance. Using a documentary-analytical
method and library-based data collection, the study found that moral
character is a central component of Shia identity. The ideal governance
in the Ahl al-Bayt culture is undoubtedly ethical governance based on
monotheistic principles. This governance model is not only a

+ Roshan, H.; Alizadeh, M. (1404). The relationship between ethical governance and preparatory
governance: A conceptual framework and an operational approach. Mahdavi Society, 6(1), pp.282-310.
https://doi.org/10.22081/jm.2025.72699.1120

® Type of article: Research Article * Publisher: Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy
® Received: 2025/05/05 e Revised: 2025/07/06 e Accepted: 2025/08/11 e Available Online: 2025/09/01

© 2025
authors retain the copyright and full publishing rights

jm.isca.ac.ir


https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3088-2564
https://orcid.org/0009-0007-2600-5343
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3088-2564
https://orcid.org/0009-0007-2600-5343
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3088-2564
https://orcid.org/0009-0007-2600-5343
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3088-2564
https://orcid.org/0009-0007-2600-5343
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3088-2564
https://orcid.org/0009-0007-2600-5343

—
>
1

lelos 3L, 5 soseie (5197 lkine) 505> g (FH 0> oo (S n(r

fundamental prerequisite for preparatory governance for the
reappearance but also its actualization represents the most important
step in preparing the ground for the reappearance. Monotheistic
ethics, centered on concepts such as justice, responsibility toward God
and creation, enjoining good and forbidding wrong, piety, and
combating corruption, provide the necessary theoretical and practical
framework for all efforts toward preparation. Preparatory governance
for the reappearance requires creating a just, ethical, aware, and
responsible society, achievable only under governance characterized
by monotheistic ethics.

Keywords
Ethical governance, Preparatory governance for the reappearance,
Monotheistic ethics, Justice, Islamic government, Shia ethics.
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Abstract

" Network governance is one of the modern governance models that,
compared to traditional forms of governance, is more flexible and
adaptable. However, it inherently has dysfunctions which, if not
addressed now, may lead to irreparable damage in the coming years.
This article provides a comparative study of the network governance
model and the Wilayat-based governance model, analyzing the
functions and dysfunctions of network governance within the
framework of Wilayat-based governance. The research adopts a
qualitative approach with a descriptive-analytical strategy, and data
were collected through library-based methods. Relevant domestic and
international sources in the fields of network governance, Wilayat-
based governance, and macro-governance theories were examined.
Using thematic analysis, key concepts were extracted and then
analyzed comparatively to assess the functions and dysfunctions of
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network governance in relation to the Wilayat-based model. Findings
indicate that, although network governance offers significant
advantages compared to bureaucratic models, it also has potential
dysfunctions which, if neglected, could pose fundamental challenges to
the governance system of the Islamic Republic of Iran in the long term.
Conversely, the Wilayat-based governance model does not exhibit the
dysfunctions of network governance. Nevertheless, the findings
suggest that the two models are not entirely opposed and that, with
certain reforms, network governance could be effectively utilized
within the framework of Wilayat-based governance.

Keywords
Network governance, Wilayat-based governance, governance model,

dysfunctions of network governance.
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Abstract

The realization of a justice-oriented Mahdavi society requires agents
who go beyond mere administrative duties and achieve a mission-
driven self-awareness. The present study aims to bridge the gap
between management literature and Mahdavi thought by presenting
and validating a systemic and civilizational model for empowering
human resources as facilitators of the Mahdi’s reappearance. This
research, employing a developmental-applied approach and a positivist
philosophy, was conducted in two phases. In the first phase, using a
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systematic meta-analysis of 20 selected studies, an initial conceptual
framework was extracted. In the second phase, this model was
empirically tested through a survey of the elite community, including
90 professors and researchers in the fields of Islamic management and
Mahdavi studies, with a sample of 69 participants. The data were
analyzed using Structural Equation Modeling (SEM) and SmartPLS 4
software.

The results indicated that the proposed model demonstrates high fit
and validity. Analyses showed that the psychological dimension—
which includes meaningfulness, competence, self-organization, self-
efficacy, and influence—forms the core of the empowerment process
and, compared to structural factors, plays a priority and driving role in
the formation of civilization-building agents. This study, by linking
management knowledge to the civilizational goal of expectation,
presents the first empirical and systemic model for empowering
agents, in which investment in human inner growth is considered a
strategic prerequisite for realizing a global just governance.

Keywords
Human resource empowerment, systemic approach, Mahdavi society,
civilizational model, facilitation of the reappearance.
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