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Y Abstract

Network governance is one of the modern governance models that,
compared to traditional forms of governance, is more flexible and
adaptable. However, it inherently has dysfunctions which, if not
addressed now, may lead to irreparable damage in the coming years.
This article provides a comparative study of the network governance
model and the Wilayat-based governance model, analyzing the
functions and dysfunctions of network governance within the
framework of Wilayat-based governance. The research adopts a
qualitative approach with a descriptive-analytical strategy, and data
were collected through library-based methods. Relevant domestic and
international sources in the fields of network governance, Wilayat-
based governance, and macro-governance theories were examined.
Using thematic analysis, key concepts were extracted and then
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analyzed comparatively to assess the functions and dysfunctions of
network governance in relation to the Wilayat-based model. Findings
indicate that, although network governance offers significant
advantages compared to bureaucratic models, it also has potential
dysfunctions which, if neglected, could pose fundamental challenges to
the governance system of the Islamic Republic of Iran in the long term.
Conversely, the Wilayat-based governance model does not exhibit the
dysfunctions of network governance. Nevertheless, the findings
suggest that the two models are not entirely opposed and that, with
certain reforms, network governance could be effectively utilized

within the framework of Wilayat-based governance.
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dysfunctions of network governance.
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. Abstract

The realization of a justice-oriented Mahdavi society requires agents
who go beyond mere administrative duties and achieve a mission-
driven self-awareness. The present study aims to bridge the gap
between management literature and Mahdavi thought by presenting
and validating a systemic and civilizational model for empowering
human resources as facilitators of the Mahdi’s reappearance. This
research, employing a developmental-applied approach and a positivist
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philosophy, was conducted in two phases. In the first phase, using a
systematic meta-analysis of 20 selected studies, an initial conceptual
framework was extracted. In the second phase, this model was
empirically tested through a survey of the elite community, including
90 professors and researchers in the fields of Islamic management and
Mahdavi studies, with a sample of 69 participants. The data were
analyzed using Structural Equation Modeling (SEM) and SmartPLS 4
software.

The results indicated that the proposed model demonstrates high fit
and validity. Analyses showed that the psychological dimension—
which includes meaningfulness, competence, self-organization, self-
efficacy, and influence—forms the core of the empowerment process
and, compared to structural factors, plays a priority and driving role in
the formation of civilization-building agents. This study, by linking
management knowledge to the civilizational goal of expectation,
presents the first empirical and systemic model for empowering
agents, in which investment in human inner growth is considered a
strategic prerequisite for realizing a global just governance.

Keywords
Human resource empowerment, systemic approach, Mahdavi society,
civilizational model, facilitation of the reappearance.
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