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Abstract

? The phenomenon of false claimants to Mahdism, as a persistent
challenge within Shia societies, has consistently required systematic
and methodical investigation. Despite the considerable body of research
conducted on this subject, many existing studies suffer from two
fundamental weaknesses: first, a tendency toward mere descriptivism
without offering deeper analysis; and second, an inability to raise new
research questions or contribute to theoretical knowledge in this field.
These shortcomings highlight the need to rethink the methodological
foundations of such studies.

Within this context, developing a systematic typology of this phenomenon
in the geographic and historical framework of contemporary Iran can
serve as a crucial step toward understanding its multidimensional
nature. Employing a descriptive—analytical approach, and using a
library-based method that includes both published sources and
unpublished documents, the present study seeks to propose a
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comprehensive model for categorizing these claimants. A brief survey of
false claimants to Mahdism throughout Iran’s history is adopted as the
point of departure to offer a clearer picture of the discussion. Existing
studies indicate that false claimants may be classified into six types
based on: the nature of the claim, the outcome of the claim, the
geographical scope of the claim, the suitability of the target community,
the degree of organizational structure, and the methods and techniques
used for attracting followers. This multidimensional typology provides
an analytical framework for a deeper understanding of the phenomenon
and for proposing appropriate strategies to confront it, especially since
examining each type can reveal meaningful correlations with the unique
social, cultural, and political conditions of each historical period.

Keywords
Mahdism, pathology, movement studies, typology, false claimants,

contemporary Iran.
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