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Abstract

This study aims to provide a conceptual and systematic analysis of
tawqit—the practice of specifying a time for the reappearance of Imam
Mahdi—and to examine its function in identifying supposed instances
of the reappearance. As one of the key and contested topics in Mahdavi
studies, tawqit requires careful investigation. The research method is
descriptive—analytical, and the data were collected through a coherent
review of authoritative hadith sources, the viewpoints of the Infallibles,
and prominent opinions of Shia scholars. The findings indicate that
despite the abundance of narrations rejecting time-setters and
condemning tawgqit, some thinkers have continued to specify a time for
the reappearance. Determining the time of the reappearance—whether
definitive or probabilistic—stems largely from misinterpretations of
concepts and technical terms found in hadith literature. Such
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interpretations not only conflict with theological foundations and
hadith teachings but have also been criticized within jurisprudential
discussions.

Furthermore, an examination of historical examples and related
narrations reveals the negative effects of incorrect interpretations of
tawqit on the individual and social beliefs and behaviors of believers.
The results emphasize that offering a scholarly and structured
explanation of tawgqit, by clarifying its theoretical and practical
dimensions, can deepen the understanding of this doctrine within Shia
thought. This explanation also includes practical strategies for
confronting the phenomenon of time-setting and its promoters,
ultimately contributing significantly to enhancing the scholarly literature
in the field of Mahdavi studies.

Keywords
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