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: Abstract

The main issue of this study is the absence of a local and Islamic
theoretical framework for governance aimed at realizing the Islamic
civilizational project and preparing the conditions for the reappearance
of Imam Mahdi. While the governance literature has primarily developed
within Western modern frameworks such as good governance, network
governance, or comparative governance, there is an urgent need for a
novel model based on the principles of Imam Khomeini and the
experience of the Islamic Republic of Iran. The theoretical necessity of
this research lies in bridging the conceptual gap between modern
governance theories and the religious—Islamic foundations of
governance. Its practical necessity is evident in addressing the needs of
policymakers in the Islamic Republic of Iran to design mechanisms that
are just, participatory, and civilization-building. The objectives of the
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study include: extracting key components and principles of the
preparatory governance model based on Imam Khomeini’s thought,
clarifying the model’s relation to the components of the Islamic
civilizational project, designing an analytical and operational framework
for macro-level policymaking, and providing indicators and tools to
evaluate the implementation of the model. The novelty of the research
lies in presenting an alternative governance model that, in addition to
relying on Islamic sources and the experience of the Islamic Revolution,
can systematically leverage public participation, social justice, and
social regeneration in service of the Islamic civilizational project. The
research method is analytical-qualitative, based on a review of
documents, texts, and works of classical and modern governance
theorists, along with an analysis of Imam Khomeini’s thought and the
experience of revolutionary institutions in the Islamic Republic. Key
findings indicate that, compared to Western models, the preparatory
governance model pays special attention to the semantic, value-based,
and social dimensions of governance, rather than focusing solely on
administrative and economic efficiency. By strengthening public
participation, justice, independence, and wilayah-orientation, this
model can lay the groundwork for moving toward the Islamic

civilizational project.
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