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: Abstract

Movements, like processes shaped within society based on specific criteria,
bring about transformations and have foundations that, when analyzed,
significantly aid in the critique of each movement. Identifying the contexts
and backgrounds of the emergence of deviation in Mahdism as a movement
can be influential in preventing and curbing the spread of each instance.
Studies show that, until now, the role and significance of distortion in
Mahdism-related narratives within deviant movements have received little
attention in Mahdism studies. Based on this necessity, this paper examines
the role of both literal and interpretative distortion in contemporary deviant
Mahdism movements. The author strives to highlight several instances of
distortion and to assess the role of distortion in the range of deviant
movements. The conclusion drawn is that among all the factors contributing
to the formation and continuation of deviant movements, the phenomenon
of distortion—whether literal or interpretative—has played a key role.
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